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for mounting the microscopic preparations when made; rather an 
omission. The list of 1500 works and articles on systematic 
zoology is well classified and selected, and we do not notice any 
omissions of importance. This naturalist's assistant is on the 
whole a timely and useful work, and we can recommend it to be- 
ginners, students, teachers and curators of museums as a very 
handy book. There is no book of the sort in the market. 

Bicknell's Summer Birds of the Catskills. 1 — In the preface 
to this work, the author remarks that many important facts rela- 
ting to the ornithology of the Appalachians generally rest solely 
upon the authority of Audubon and Wilson. To aid in working 
up this important region, Mr. Bicknell spent three successive 
summers in the southern Catskills in the neighborhood of Slide 
mountain (4205 feet), the highest of the range. The list includes 
ninety species, among which are the whip-poor-will and eight out 
of the ten thrushes which belong to theeastern faunal province. The 
summits have a Canadian fauna, but the true Alleghanian fauna 
predominates, passing into the Carolinian at the lower part of the 
Hudson valley. 

Among mammals, the porcupine (Erethizon) is abundant and 
stupidly tame about the highest mountain summits. No tortoises 
were noted, and only three species of serpents were seen. The 
memoir is carefully written, and is an able contribution to distri- 
butional zoology. 

Filhol's Notes on Some Fossil Mammals. 2 — The exploitation 
of the phosphatic chalk of Quercy continually brings to light new 
facts. In the. present volume M. Filhol gives additional notes 
upon ^Elurogale, Hyaenodon, Pterodon, Cynodon, and other 
previously described forms, and describes several new species of 
Carnivora and Ungulata. Among the new forms are a species of 
the genus Oxyaena, furnishing another link between the tertiary 
fauna of Europe and America, a species of Cephalogale, one of 
Cynodon, and three of Galecynus ( Cynodictis). Stenoplesictis, a 
doubtful genus with somewhat musteline characters, furnishes two 
species. Among the ungulate forms, Mixtotheriumcitspidatum is per- 
haps the most remarkable. Others are Mixochcerus primcBvus, 
Ampldmeryx parvulus, Deilotheriitm simplex, and Spaniotherium 
speciosum, all described from portions of the jaws. M. Filhol con- 
cludes with some remarks upon the humerus, femur, tibia, and astra- 
galus of Adapts parisiensis, showing that these bones prove that 
Adapis was closely related to existing lemurs. 

M. Filhol's descriptions are as usual, excellent. We cannot 
praise his skill in name-composition, especially in those cases 
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where he uses the names of French localities in conjunction with 
Greek roots in forming generic names. 

Synopsis of the Classification of the Animal Kingdom. 
By H. Alleyne Nicholson, M.D., Ph.D., F.L.S., F.G.S., etc. 1 — 
We confess to a good deal of surprise at a work of this kind being 
put forth at this time. A more lamentable failure to fulfill the 
promise raised by the title page and general style of mechanical 
execution, it would be difficult to imagine. The work being 
simply a classified list, should at least have represented the results 
of modern investigation as to the systematic relations of animals. 
This the work in question does not do. The figures are good. 
The best is that of the Pheronema annce of Leidy, which, how- 
ever, is represented under the name of Holtenia carfeuteri. 

Recent Books and Pamphlets. — A Review of the Summer Birds of a part of 
the Catskill mountains, with prefatory remarks on the faunal and flural features of 
the region. By E. P. Bicknell. Ext. from the Trans. Linnean Soc. of N. York. 
From the author. 

Development of the planula of Clava leptostyla Ag. By J. H. Pillsbury. From 
the author. 

Memoires sur quelques Mammiferes Fossiles, des Phosphorites du Quercy. Par 
M. H. Filhol. Toulouse. From the author. 

Etude des Mammiferes fossiles de Ronzon (Haute Loire). Par M. H. Filhol. 
From the author. 

Contributions to the Anatomy of Birds. By R. W. Shufeldt, M.D. Ext. from 
the 1 2th annual report of Hayden's Survey. From the author. 

Congres Geologique International. Compte Rendu de la 2d session. Bologne, 
1881. 

Ueber Flugsaurier aus dem lithographischen schiefer Bayerns. Von Karl A. 
Zittel. From the author. 

Fossiles de la Pampa. Amerique du Sud. 2 Catalogue de Santiago Roth, San 
Nicolas. From the author. 

Catalogue and Index of the publications of the Smithsonian Museum, 1846 to 
1882. From the institution. 

Notes on Fishes observed about Pensacola, Florida, and Galveston, Texas, with 
description of new species. By David S. Jordan and Chas. H. Gilbert. Ext. from 
Proc. U. S. National Museum. From the author. 

Phonetics of the Kayowe language. By Albert S. Gatschet. Read before the 
Amer. Assoc. Adv. Sci., Aug. 19, 1881. From the author. Also by and from the 
same — 

Linguistic Notes. 

Footprints found at the Carson State Prison. By H. W. Harkness M.D. Ext. 
from the Proc, Cal. Acad. Sci. From the author. 

On certain remarkable Tracks found in the rocks of Carson quarry. By Joseph 
LeConte. Ext. from the Proc. Cal. Ac. Sc, 1882. From the author. 

Observations on the fat-cells and connective tissue corpuscles of Necturus. By 
Simon II. Gage." Rep. from the Proc. Amer. Soc. Micros., Vol. iv. From the 
author. 
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